[bookmark: _GoBack]The talk focuses on deaf Nepalis’ experiences to argue that communication requires engagement at not only a semiotic level but also an ethical one. Drawing on extensive fieldwork with signers of Nepali Sign Language (a young but conventional language) and “natural sign” (more limited signed repertoires), I explore how linguistic knowledge, cultural context, and embodied interaction shape the limits and possibilities of social life at the edges of conventional language. 
