JBH

1. Intreduction

8 0. Zinscantsm and its Music |
w5 Zimacantes is a municipie ef Smx Tzetsil epesking

Indiene lecated in the highlands ef Chiapas, Mexice. In ax

development of the ancient Mayan settlemsnt patterss, the

minicipieo is srranged inte parajes, er + Which
are culturally aad ritually ceatered areund ome parsje called
| which s ¥ cobitde, brolil VL,

Hteklum, or 'My resl lend.' %his central paraje,is the site &
'of the rajor activity at fiestas throughout the yearj it containms
Zinecsntan's mest impertant churches, anéd fix a large mumber of
other religiously 1n§ortut spote. It is alse the site of
the yearly ritual cycle, which we will an'brioflj' behw.'
Thhs, Hteklum i the home fer the majerity ef participaats inm
the ritusl sycley and, mest impertantly fer us, the hems for
the mest sccemplished and mest active musicisms im Zimecantam.
&8¢ 2inscentece men are cerm farmers who = cultivate their
milpesbeth near their hemes,sEf in the lewlaads of the Grijalval
River Valley,\Het cﬁuntxy} IxEnEiuix and in certain ether plets
of sjido land . Cerm is/ XX the ecememic base ef Simacanten,
as well as its primery foed. 7Thus, ene scale en which Zingcan-
teco mem can schieve success ix measures the ameunt ef corn he.g /@
produces and his resulting weslth. To mest Zimacanteces (heresfter
abbreviated "S$*a%), however, | snother scale ef success is nere
important than this ene bassd on wealth, !hia‘ scale Rupmminxmn
places 8 man in a religious Maererehy Which censists ef four
raniced levels, musk Between thsse. itnle are ustribﬁted 5 52
carge pesitiems, sach with a certain reak. A maam passes through
the hkerarchy by helding a carge fer & year en each of the
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four levels. A ‘cargo' pesition imvolves certaia well aetinqd
ritusl tasks during the year. ﬂo cargesholder exchanges sometimes
huge amounts «f meney fer cw¥ritwim prestige in the cemmunity,
depending on the particular Cnrgé he helds. After hie year
is cemplete he returns te everyday life, cera farming, and ﬁe
works to repay the debte he incurred with carge expemses.

X2 While a man is serving his carge, he moves with hie
family into Hteklum,-the cersmoniel center. His mos$ important
taske dwiag his carge year invelve-participation in-the fiestas
and in a round of ceremonies in the-churches amd in his house. -
‘These are the ceremonies WKiXN st which weet-of the mmsic . -
performed in nnacanm ;wm. - Am we shall see, most
cergo pesitions haw admittﬂ! toﬁ(n. Por their year-in office,
most cargeholders even have special musicians whe puxts ylay
whenever m—w&%ﬁu&hm *'nu bm micim
in Zingcentan - those who are rcputc& to play-tho-—baat, and
to be mopt worthy of respect ——— are -those m'--plrtiépatc eften
in the ceremonial-round as helpers-te the cargehelders, -

- Music-ie plgyeﬁ~it other serts of ceremenies net as-
sa_schtod' with '-thcwum-'-rim;» Generally these ceremonies -
-could béeharactori&oé as -a»g:om sventes: weddings, mew house
dsdicatlm. tunmds,me croas ceremonies end the like,
In the -outlying parsjes; where-there is- Mc cargo ritual {widh.
Wm m:tm play enly at these
-special-evenis.xxit They sre lese scopmjlished, eince they play
very little, and lese Momr 8ince -they inew enly-
certain musie gnd mn senge s -

- Bt&tﬁatim~l&hr discussiens (¢f. 8 16) we may
clarify what things are te be referred to as *traditionsl
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music? in 'Z'inac'antan. At a large fiesta in Zinacantan, s
visitor -weul& hear aennda«lhc might-clessify as-museic eoning frem:
_ a%apoakcrs atep- ﬁaaﬁms blarinc records, Mexicen populer music}
aret- pased - A{A‘n} bress bands wandering amd the tewn or 4n the kiesk in
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. ifront ef the church } ¢) emall, unattached er attached groups
' ( -  of mem with drums and reedf ﬂut-oﬂ playing eutside-in preces-
| sions er--just-standing munﬁa G) greupe of -men with stringed
the visiter
: 1nstmmts{n/wou1a probabls/ﬂﬁ mnn, harpy snd guitar)
either seated in churchea or wandoring around with various fenci-
Wity
1y dressed men. She-subject—ef ihis paper L meto of

the last-twe kinds, eepecially the very last {(source -d)).

i

The division eof *musics? ceens natural enough, and, as we shall
see, raflects the Z conceptualizstion ef -the matter.
- The-reader will find & few random netes about life in
Zinscantan useful in understending-the cemplexity ef the -rmaic\:ian'a
pxistence. Piret, a word abeut food amd -drinie. The general)
diet -of a Zinacenteco family has little more then tertillas
Y- A ahé_;- beans @-ench;}_. occasional mm Witahé, and coffee.
‘ This-diﬁ» is supplemented on speciel Qcc;:ionfs, -rand rarely for
L the awrsgc %, with various meats - beef ané chiekon, principally.
f {/ Pex (proncunced Ypesk') —— that levely liquid —— 1s & locslly =S

e

pmducod—mwmo frem-the Isx¥X brown suger which is otherwise
commed 1n -cfoffeo, am“_nting—poz -is -a mecesssry part of nesrly
-evuf«kind of Waﬁasction—(bctwnn men)-in Finacentan; and- the
bottlen areplmtim -4n thswt_‘h:al--éw&ld a8 well. Pox is cerried
in o vardety ef hottlas,jtnn-kl:l'mn umk (5 kvartss) and limetes
| (4 xwarves), -to-meriss—(2}, sné kwartas themselves. Onme drinks
L"E lower  g11 -grades—of pex, £m--thtiol_t/ kixin nic pcx/ {1it: het m
'-pg) ‘which mmm .ﬂ.& a pretty bhe-ﬂm. to the mmst
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